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ASHFORD 

Wednesday 2nd February:  Candlemas – 7.00pm  A short 
25 min. service to mark the end of the Christmas period 

6th February: 4th before Lent  - 9.45am   Morning Worship  Congregation led 

13th February: 3rd before Lent -  9.45am  Sung Eucharist led by Canon Nigel 

20th February: 2nd before Lent - 9.45am  Sung Eucharist led by Canon Nigel 

27th February: Sunday before Lent - 9.45am  Sung Eucharist led by Canon 
Tony 

Wednesday 2nd March:  Ash Wednesday -  7.00pm  Eucharist with Imposition 

of Ashes led by Revd Brenda 

Funeral: 24th January – Joy Wilkinson 

SHELDON  

Sunday 27th February: Sunday before Lent  – 9.00am   Holy Communion 

 

A PRAYER FOR CANDLEMAS 

Lord, the light of your love 

is shining 

In the midst of the darkness, 

shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, 

            shine upon us. 



ASHFORD WELLDRESSING AND FLOWER FESTIVAL 2022 

OPEN MEETING  7 PM  THURSDAY 3RD 
FEBRUARY  

AT Ashford War Memorial Institute 

If we are to carry on the village tradition and 
hold the Welldressing and Flower Festival 
this year, the Welldressing Committee will 
need new members and helpers. If you 
would like to find out more about how you 
can get involved in the various activities 
that take place, please join us.  

All welcome! 

 

 

 

9th February 7.00pm in Ashford Church: 

A music concert by the senior students 
of Lady Manners School. 

A delightful evening where a variety of 
musical instruments are played and 
vocal pieces are performed by the 
students as part of their GCSE and A 
Level exams. 

Entry is free but donations are 
requested which will be 
divided  between the Church and the 
school. 



Dear Friends 

I must confess that 

I am a romantic, 

moved by the 

emotion of love 

conveyed in poetry, people’s 

experiences, art, film, music and a 

fulfilling and blessed relationship 

with a beloved. I can be moved to 

tears watching old movies, even 

when you know the ending! 

I know Valentine’s Day on February 

14th is another occasion for flower 

prices to go through the roof, and 

even though there is the possibility 

of there being more than one 

Valentine, the legend of a selfless 

ministry to Christians about to be 

fed to the lions and defying the 

Emperor’s edict that men of 

soldiering age should not marry, 

grips me and speaks of love in 

action. 

People express love in all kinds of 

ways, through chocolates and 

flowers, physical affection, 

undivided attention, acts of service 

and sacrifice, kindness and 

thoughtfulness. When the Church 

took the story of Valentine, it wasn’t 

because he did or did not send a 

note to somebody about to be 

martyred with the message, `From 

your Valentine,’ but because it is a 

story mirroring a response to God 

showing and sharing His love for us 

by sending his Son Jesus. 

Jesus, during his life and ministry 

both understood and demonstrated 

unconditional love in every possible 

way, learning as he did the meaning 

of love within a human family in 

Nazareth, and then giving himself in 

acts of service; responding to 

requests for healing, acceptance, 

inclusion, forgiveness and 

restoration, making a point of 

treating everybody as his brother 

and sister, whatever their 

background or situation. Ultimately 

in and through love Jesus gave up 

his life in order for the reign of love 

to have the opportunity through our 

response to break through and 

become a reality within our world. 

As I write this with the uncertainty 

about the future leadership of our 

nation and the Russian army circling 

the borders of Ukraine, we are in 

desperate need of love to diffuse 

tension, breakdown personal 

ambition, pull back from the horror 

of war and unite us all in a common 

goal to seek the common good in an 

atmosphere of peace, tolerance, 

unity, cooperation and love.  

Love should be the answer to all of 

the world’s problems, but we know 

that without the action, will, 

compromise, courage, desire and 



commitment to live it out, 

appreciating and valuing the 

relationships that sustain us and 

seeing our neighbour as ourself. 

You may not have a card to send to 

somebody on the 14th, but why not 

do or say something that shows 

somebody that you care, are 

thinking about them or can share an 

act of kindness on the 14th with 

somebody? Love should make the 

world go round and make it a 

happier, safer and more inclusive 

space for all. 

With love and prayers 

Tony 

 
WI 
 
We were sorry to have to cancel 
January’s meeting due to snow.  We 
look forward to seeing members at 
our next meeting on Thursday 
February 3rd at 2:15 pm. 
 
 

BASH 

Unfortunately our January film "The 

Party" had to be postponed to 

February 13th due to Covid 

complications.  We hope the 

infection rate reduces by February 

to allow us to to be up and running 

again. 

 

 
 

SHELDON JOTTINGS  
 
Few people would vote 
for January as their 
favourite month with 
its short days and cold and often 
vicious weather. But this January 
has surprised many of us starting 
with the highest temperatures ever 
seen on New Year's Day in the UK 
and calm weather for most of the 
month.  OK, we have had our fair 
share of cloudy but quiet weather 
but more than usually the days have 
been both relatively calm and many 
have been blessed with 'sparkling' 
sunshine,  to borrow a description 
from a well-known ITV weather 
reporter. 
 
January is time for looking towards 
the future - hopefully the ending of 



the pandemic we have all been 
living with for the past two years 
and the new rebirth to come as the 
journey to spring begins. The sun 
will climb higher in the sky, the 
gardens will come to life and leaves 
will appear again on the trees. 
 
February is snowdrop month. These 
small but hardy flowers appear in 
drifts as the days lengthen although 
some feel that to have them in the 
garden will bring bad luck. We have 
no such thoughts and will be 
travelling on an annual pilgrimage 
to Hopton Hall near Carsington 
Water and to the wonderful winter 
flower gardens at Hodsock Priory 
near Doncaster,  to wander in the 
woodland amongst a carpet of 
snowdrops and view displays of 
winter honeysuckle and hellibores. 
Cold it may be but February has a 
lot to offer as the natural world 
begins to come to life and the 
catkins appear daintily wafting their 
yellow pollen. 
 
February has even more to offer – 
don't forget gentlemen that 
February 14th is an important date 
in our calendars – the doghouse can 
be awfully cold at this time of year!  
You are safe however, 2022 is not a 
Leap Year!! 
 
Also we must not forget that the 
first Parish Meeting of the year, 
having been postponed, is due to 
take place in the village hall on 

February 16th.  In many ways we are 
fortunate to have a Parish Meeting 
– we can all have our say and we all 
have a vote and so have the 
opportunity to play our part, 
however large or small, in the future 
of our village. 
The postponed Christmas Lunch for 
the 'Golden Oldies' (or perhaps we 
should say for the Village Elders!) is 
now due to take place in March. 
 
Now, hopefully, the pandemic is 
receding and we are beginning to 
return to something resembling 
normality as more events and 
activities will be able to take place. 
If you are arranging any event, or 
have taken part in one, or 
something worthy of note has 
occurred that you would like 
included in the Jottings, please let 
Bron or Brian know and we will be 
happy to include it in these notes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DIARY DATES 
 
Wednesday 16th February at 7.30pm 
– Parish Meeting in the Village Hall 



  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Time to get walking again! 
 
At this time of 
year we start 
to think about 
the mud drying 
up and getting 
out to walk in the beautiful English 
Countryside again, but where to 
find new and interesting walks? 
Walking in Derbyshire 
https://www.walkinginengland.co.u
k/derbyshire has hundreds of walks 
to download and print, free, it also 
has books of walks, details of all the 
walking groups in the county and 
much more. Whether you want to 
walk on your own or with a group 
all the information is there in one 
place. 
John Harris (the custodian of the 
website) said ‘There is so much 
walking information on the web but 
it is difficult to find. Walking in 
Derbyshire (part of the Walking in 
England website) has brought it 
together in one place so whether 
you are walking from home, or 
away on holiday, you will be able to 
find a walk suitable for you’. 
With walks from half a mile to 
twelve miles plus long, and a note 
of suitability for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs, everyone can find a 
walk to enjoy. 
So home or away, check out the 
websites and get walking! 
John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

Puzzle Corner  
1. What can you add 
to a bucket of water 
to make it weigh less? 
2. What comes next in this 
series?   A C F J O ? 
3. Insert a letter to the start of each 
word to find a well-known phrase.    
     DDS  ND  NDS 
4. Which letter completes this 
series?   I  S  H  X  O 
5. On the last night of a polar 
expedition, four intrepid travellers 
are down to their very last match. 
They have to make an important 
decision: they have an oil lamp, a 
small gas fire and a stove full of 
wood. Which should they light first 
if they are to survive the freezing 
night air? 
Answers on the last page. 

 

POT LUCK   

Thank you 

to Richard 

and Charlotte Swift 

for this month’s 

recipe. 

Beef & Mushroom Bourguignon 

Serves 6 people  

Notes: As with most 

stews/casseroles, the favour 

improves if made the day before 

and then reheated prior to eating.  

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/derbyshire
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/derbyshire
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk


Freezes well. Defrost before 

reheating and add some water if the 

casserole needs more ‘gravy’ after 

defrosting. 

Ingredients 

500g cubed beef (cheek or shin 

works well as it is cooked for a long 

time) 

30g dried porcini mushrooms 

250g chestnut mushrooms 

2 medium onions 

3 medium carrots 

250 ml red wine 

500ml beef stock – fresh stock 

preferable to stock cubes 

2 dessert spoons plain flour 

3 tablespoons rapeseed (or olive) oil 

1 sprig rosemary 

2 sprigs thyme 

3 bay leaves 

3 cloves of garlic 

Freshly ground black pepper 

 Preparation 

1. Soak the dried porcini 

mushrooms in 300 ml of 

boiling water for 10 minutes 

then strain out the 

mushrooms and save the 

soaking liquid 

2. Peel and chop the carrots into 

discs 

3. Peel and chop the onions into 

large chunks 

4. Clean (do not rinse!) the into 

quarters 

5. Crush the garlic cloves 

6. Strip the sprigs of rosemary 

and thyme and roughly chop 

7. Pre-heat the oven to 150 deg 

C fan oven (170 deg C 

conventional oven) 

      Cooking 

1. Heat 2 tablespoons of oil in a 

large, lidded hob/oven proof 

lidded casserole dish over a 

high heat on the hob (without 

the lid on!) 

2. Fry off the beef in batches 

until browned, removing after 

frying to a plate and reserve. 

3. Add the remaining 1 

tablespoon of oil to the 

casserole and add the onions 

and carrots. Turn the heat to 

medium and cook for about 

10 minutes until the onions 

are softened. 

4. Add the garlic and cook for 

about a minute. Add the flour 

to the casserole dish and stir 

in for about a minute (don’t 

worry if the flour browns and 

sticks to the bottom of the 

casserole dish) 



5. Add the wine and deglaze the 

casserole dish, then add the 

beef stock and reserved 

mushroom soaking liquid 

6. Add the chopped rosemary 

and thyme and the bay leaves 

7. Add the soaked porcini 

mushrooms, the chestnut 

mushrooms and the reserved 

beef 

8. Turn the heat up on the hob 

and heat until the casserole 

comes to the boil 

9. Season with black pepper 

then place the lid on the 

casserole dish and put the 

casserole dish in the pre-

heated oven 

10. Cook in the oven for at least 4 

– 5 hours (if using cheek or 

shin it will be better if left 5 – 

6 hours). Stir a couple of 

times during cooking. 

 

 

 

Transport for the Community by 

your local Volunteer Car Scheme 

We would like to thank all our 

passengers for their very kind 

comments regarding the Car Scheme 

Service and the Volunteers.  If you 

need help with transport to medical 

appointments please contact the Car 

Scheme on the number below. 

At the present time we are operating 

the Car Scheme at Bakewell and 

Eyam Community Transport with 

some restrictions, but we are hoping 

that things will improve with Booster 

vaccinations and adhering to the 

present guidelines. 

We are planning to extend the 

service offered by the Car Scheme to 

include social visits to Care Homes 

and Hospitals, Shopping and 

Hairdresser appointments when 

circumstances improve. 

Would you like to become a 

Volunteer for the Car Scheme?  We 

need more Volunteer Car Drivers to 

help us to continue to provide this 

much valued service. 

BECT provides accessible transport 

for rural communities across 

Derbyshire Dales and the Peak 

District.  Volunteers help individuals 

who struggle to use conventional 

transport, perhaps disadvantaged 

because of age or disability or simply 

because no scheduled services exist. 

All you need to help is a little spare 

time, access to a car and have held a 

full driving licence for at least three 

years.  There is no need to make a 

regular commitment, you can help 

with as little as one journey per 

month or as much as five per week.  



The choice is yours and is totally 

flexible.  The rewards of 

volunteering for the Community Car 

Scheme are many and include the 

chance to give something back to 

your Community and help people 

live more independent lives, the 

opportunity to make new friends 

and participate in social events, and 

the chance to learn new skills. 

To find out more about the Car 

Scheme, please contact Karen 

Bacon (Car Scheme Manager) on 

01629 641992 or email 

karen.bacon@bect.org.uk 

Charity No. 1049389 

 

Ashford in the Water Parish 

Council  

For information about the village 
and surrounding area, and the 
activities of the Parish Council, 
please visit: 

http://www.ashford-in-the-

water-pc.gov.uk 

 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY 

A vacancy has arisen on Ashford 
in the Water Parish Council. 
Further details are available from 
the Clerk at 
angelafox@btinternet.com, or 
from any of the Parish 
Councillors. 
 

ASHFORD MEMORIES 

Many thanks to Tim Knebel of 
the Peak in the Past 
community heritage group for 
his article researching a grave 
in Ashford churchyard. His 
interest was sparked by his 
conversations with Nellie 
Blundell who grew up in 
Ashford. We included her story 
in the magazine last year.  

The Mystery of Ashford-in-
the-Water’s Hidden Grave  

Buried under an old yew tree in 
the graveyard of Holy Trinity 
Church in the picturesque Peak 
District village of Ashford-in-the 
Water lies a lost grave and a 
mystery…  An investigation was 
sparked by our reminiscence 
activities with local care home 
residents in Bakewell. The story 
centres on the distant childhood 
memories of a lady in her 90s, 
which led us to the discovery of a 
hidden Victorian grave and an 

mailto:karen.bacon@bect.org.uk
http://www.ashford-in-the-water-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.ashford-in-the-water-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/blog/the-mystery-of-ashford-in-the-waters-hidden-grave-by-tim-knebel
http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/blog/the-mystery-of-ashford-in-the-waters-hidden-grave-by-tim-knebel
http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/uploads/1/2/2/8/122858674/ashford-churchyard-with-old-yew-tree_orig.jpg


attempt to unravel the 
mysterious death of the young 
son of a ship's captain and how 
he came to be buried in a 
secluded spot in the Peak District 
some 70 miles away from his 
home. Uncovering the lost grave 
has enabled us to unearth an 
astonishing tale of a seafaring 
family which involves adventure 
on the high seas, tragedy, 
shipwreck and undiscovered 
buried treasure...   

Pictured above: The Thorpe Family of 
Ashford-in-the-Water with Nellie the 
baby, c.1923 

One care home resident who has 
shared memories of the Peak 
District in past decades through 
the Peak in the Past project is 
Nellie Blundell (nee Thorpe). 
Nellie was born and brought up in 
Ashford-in-the-Water. She was 
born in 1922, the youngest of ten 
children of Francis Thorpe (a 
railway worker) and his wife Jane. 
Nellie was able to recall vividly 
many of the former illustrious 
residents of Ashford-in-the-
Water and district from the first 
half of the 20th-century such as 

Charles Boot J.P. (1874-1945) of 
Thornbridge Hall and the 
Cavendish Family of Churchdale 
Hall (where Nellie’s mother 
worked carrying out domestic 
duties) as well as former 
residents with more humble 
backgrounds - the farmers, 
shopkeepers and trades-people 
who contributed so much to the 
local economy and community in 

decades’ past. During the Second 
World War, compelled by a sense 
of patriotic duty, Nellie joined the 
Women’s Royal Navy Service 
(WRENS) and was posted to 
Rosneath on the west coast of 
Scotland. The Second World War 
led Nellie to meet her husband 
Geoffrey Blundell (who was also 
serving in forces) following a 
chance meeting at a bus stop in 
Taddington where Geoffrey had 
been posted to rig up 
searchlights. 

Amongst Nellie’s many 
fascinating recollections of her 
home village was an intriguing 

http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/uploads/1/2/2/8/122858674/nellie-and-geoffrey-blundell-c-1945-cropped_orig.jpg
http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/uploads/1/2/2/8/122858674/thorpe-family-of-ashford-pic-c1923_orig.jpg


memory which prompted us to 
set out to try to uncover a long-
lost mystery. Nellie had a 
childhood recollection of 
stumbling upon a curious 
Victorian grave in Ashford-in-the-
Water churchyard of a young 
boy who was not local and who, 
she seemed to recall, was from a 
family all the way over in 
Liverpool. The grave lay flat on 
the ground under a yew tree and 

was half-buried under foliage. 
Something about this lonely, 
untended grave captured Nellie’s 
interest and, whenever she 
visited her own family graves in 
the churchyard, she would try 
and sweep away the dead leaves 
and earth which invariably 
covered it on each visit, 
obscuring it from view. She had 
always wondered who the boy 
was. What was a child from 
Liverpool doing buried in a grave 
some 70 miles away in Ashford-
in-the-Water and why had he 
died so young? Nellie heard 
rumours that the boy may have 
drowned in the River Wye (back 
in the 19th/20th centuries 
drownings in the river which runs 

through the village were not 
uncommon!) but she had not 
been able to find any definite 
answers about the boy and how 
he died. Nellie had always 
wanted to learn the truth about 
the boy and asked if we might be 
able to help her discover more by 
delving into the archives. 
 
Our first task was to track down 
the grave. It had been some years 
since Nellie had last seen the 
grave and she was not able to 
recall the child’s name or when 
he was buried only that he was a 
young boy thought to be from 
Liverpool who died sometime 
back in the mid 1800s. Following 
Nellie’s directions, at first we 
were puzzled and wondered 
whether she may have been 
mistaken. We found the yew tree 
easily enough (located to the 
right of the path leading up from 
the main front entrance to the 
churchyard) but there was no 
sign of a grave matching the 
description in the vicinity. 
However, after rechecking the 
instructions for locating the grave 
from Nellie, on a second visit to 

http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/uploads/1/2/2/8/122858674/img-9664_orig.jpg
http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/uploads/1/2/2/8/122858674/charles-shannon-grave-1853-revealed_orig.jpg


the churchyard we "dug a bit 
deeper", sweeping away a carpet 
of dead leaves and earth around 
the precise spot where Nellie 
remembered the grave having 
laid - close to the wall which 
fronts onto the road. To our 
astonishment, as we peeled back 
the layers of earth, a mysterious 
gravestone was gradually 
revealed which had been 
completely hidden from sight. 
The inscription read ‘In Memory of 
Charles McAllister, son of Niel and 
Margaret Shannon of Liverpool, 
who died at Ashford, October 3rd 
1853 aged 4 years.’  

Pictured above: Peeling back the 
layers of earth to reveal the lost 
grave under the yew tree in 
Ashford-in-the-Water churchyard 

So who was this little lad? How 
did he die and why was he buried 
in Ashford-in-the-Water? 

 

To be continued. 

 

BAKEWELL MEDICAL  
CENTRE 
                       
www.bakewellmedicalcentre.co.uk 
01629 816636 

 
Normal Surgery Opening 
Times: 
Monday to Friday 8am to 6.30pm 
(unless it’s a bank holiday) 
We do not close for lunch. 
 
Closed   
The surgery will be closed for 
training at 1.30pm on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month. 
 
Whitworth Urgent Treatment 
Centre at Whitworth Hospital is 
open from 8am to 8pm 7 days a 
week. 
 
Please remember if you need to 
seek medical advice and the 
surgery is closed contact 111. 
 
Magazine Distribution 

The magazine continues to be 
distributed by email. If you know 
of anyone who wishes to be 
added to the emailing list, please 
ask them to send their email 
address to 
lindafoster07@btinternet.com. A 
small number of paper copies will 
be made available at the village 
shop and the post office. First 
come, first served!                  

 
 

http://www.bakewellmedicalcentre.co.uk/
mailto:lindafoster07@btinternet.com
http://www.peakinthepast.co.uk/uploads/1/2/2/8/122858674/img-9663_orig.jpg


    



Baslow Health Centre – Church Lane, Baslow 

www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk 

Telephone Numbers:  Reception: 01246 582216 District Nursing 

Team: 01332 564900    Health Visitor:  01629 816633 

Normal Surgery Opening Times   Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday 08:00am to 6.30pm, (Closed Bank Holidays) (Phones 

8.00am – 6.30pm Mon to Fri) 

For Urgent Calls when we are closed, please call 111 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Puzzle Corner answers 
1. Holes! 
2. U  (The number of letters between each letter alphabetically increases by 
one each time) 
3. Odds and ends. 
4. N  (All the letters read the same when turned upside down) 
5. The match! 
 
 
The deadline for the March magazine is 22nd February 2022. 
 
Please send any poems, pictures, articles, recipes, puzzles, animal profiles, 
thoughts or reminiscences to stone.mary@sky.com. Thank you! 
 

http://www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk/
mailto:stone.mary@sky.com

