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ASHFORD CHURCH SERVICES 

5th December:    Advent 2   9.45am Morning Worship led by Mary Stone 

12th December:  Advent 3   9.45am   Sung Eucharist led by Canon Tony 

18th December:  5.00pm   Nine Lessons and Carols. 

19th December:  Advent 4:   9.45am   Sung Eucharist led by Canon Nigel 

Christmas Eve:  4.00pm      Crib Service by Candlelight led by Revd Brenda 

                            11.30pm    Midnight Mass led by Revd Brenda 

Christmas Day:  10.00am    Sung Eucharist led by Revd Brenda 

26th December:  10.00am    Benefice Eucharist at All Saints’ Bakewell (No 

service in Ashford) 

2nd January 2022:   Christmas 2  10.00am Benefice Eucharist at St Katherine’s 
Rowsley (No service in Ashford) 

Funerals  

18th November:  George Brian Greenhalgh 

23rd November: Noel Martin Hopkins 

  

SHELDON SERVICES  

19th December:  4.00pm  Village Nativity 

Christmas Day:  9.00am  Christmas Eucharist 

 



SUNDAY 5TH DECEMBER 
10am - 4pm 

in aid of 
ASHFORD WAR MEMORIAL 

INSTITUTE 
APPROX 16 STALLS WITH HOME PRODUCED GOODS AND 

FOOD. 
BUY LOCALLY FOR ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS! 

FREE ADMISSION.   HOMEMADE REFRESHMENTS & MULLED 
WINE 

 
Only a few stalls left!  Please contact Pat (812521) or Caryl 

(812559) for a table 
 

 

 

Village Carol Singing    

6.30pm Wednesday 15th December with a reserve 
date of Monday 20th should we have bad weather. 

After last year’s enjoyable event we will once again sing carols and Christmas songs 

around the Christmas tree near the Sheepwash Bridge.  Words to the carols will be 

sent via email to your phones and there will also be a few paper copies of the 

Bethlehem carol sheet. 

Last year there were over 100 people there, which made for a great atmosphere so 
let’s do it again and get Christmas off to a great start! 

 
 

ASHFORD CHRISTMAS SERVICES    Please come and join us!  
 
Service of Nine lessons and Carols by Candlelight   
Saturday 18th December at 5pm, followed by 
mulled wine and mince pies 

Crib Service by Candlelight   Christmas Eve at 4pm 

Midnight Mass   Christmas Eve at 11.30pm 

Christmas Sung Eucharist   Christmas Day at 10am

http://www.pngall.com/christmas-bell-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Dear Friends 

How does the build up 

to this Christmas differ 

from last year for you? 

Whilst we are still living 

with Covid and a rise in 

transmission, hopefully we will not face 

a lockdown and whilst being careful 

and attentive to our neighbours’ health 

and well-being, to enjoy opportunity to 

spend Christmas with loved ones. 

We do enter the important Season of 

Preparation, Advent, against the 

backdrop of feeling tired and trying to 

cope with the concerns about potential 

shortages, price rises for energy 

consumers and an uncertain economic 

climate. Naturally there is concern, but 

Advent is a Season of Hope, 

acknowledging the promise of God to 

bring light into darkness, hope into 

despair and life into places that are dry 

and lifeless. 

The birth of Jesus, foretold by the 

messengers of God, continues to be a 

message of hope for the world, 

reminding us that God’s love is 

stronger than our fears and his 

entering our world is a sign that God 

never gives up loving us, no matter 

how much humanity might try to reject 

or ignore it. The angel’s message to 

Mary inviting her to bear in her womb 

the Saviour of the World is an 

invitation for us all to welcome Jesus 

into our hearts and lives and to share 

God’s love in our love, compassion 

and care for one another. 

We so hope and pray for a New Year 

to be better than the last and for us to 

be able to continue to emerge into the 

light from the darkness of vulnerability, 

fears for our loved ones and looking 

for greater freedom to pick up lives 

that feel even more normal than they 

may do at the moment. 

The message of Christmas does not 

end at midnight on 25th December. 

The feast of the Epiphany on 6th 

January might traditionally be the time 

when Christmas decorations are taken 

down, but is merely a staging post on 

the journey of revealing God’s light to 

the world, revealing signs where there 

is hope as people defend justice, seek 

to feed the hungry and speak up for 

the oppressed.  

Hopelessness comes when we feel 

that we have no control over anything 

anymore and all we can do is to 

surrender ourselves to what will be. 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 

encourage us to find the strength, 

purpose, courage and faith to not give 

up, to fight for what is right and true, 

whatever the cost, and to share the gift 

of our life, opportunities, skills, 

compassion and determination to 

change what we can and create the 

very best relationship possible with our 

neighbour. 

Jesus is the inspiration for us in how 

he demonstrates love and it is our love 

for one another that will create a 

blessed and peaceful Christmas and 

hope for 2022, and not how much we 

spend, how hard we work to create the 

impossible (a perfect Christmas) or 

think that Christmas can never be the 

same again without loved ones around 

us. Jesus is the Reason for the 

Season and God gifts him to us to 

embrace, love and follow as he offers 

us the gift of life through faith, hope 

and love. 

Every blessing for a peaceful, healthy 

and hopeful Christmas and New Year. 

Canon Tony 



Thank you to Peter Watts for his 

Christmas Prayer: 

We thank you Lord for this 

special time, 

When Jesus came here to improve 

our mind. 

Taught us to be better in all that 

we do, 

so closer Lord we can grow to 

You. 

This is the time when we think of 

Him in so many ways, 

as we enjoy our presents on these 

special days. 

We give other gifts to our family 

and friends, 

But never forget Jesus till our life 

ends. 

So thank you Lord for this 

wonderful joy, 

that’s why I’ve loved you since I 

was a boy. 

 

POST OFFICE NEWS  

Ashford Post Office 

has changed its 

opening days to 

Tuesday and 

Wednesday, 

9.45am - 12.45pm 

 

SHELDON JOTTINGS  
 
It's that joyous time 
of year so beloved 
by everyone 
especially the children, when we 
celebrate the birth of Christ and the 
arrival of Father Christmas. We have 
enjoyed a most beautiful late 
Autumn this year, the golden brown 
of the beech trees has been 
spectacular and even a trip down 
the dale has been a joy. Despite the 
short days and long nights, cold 
weather and northerly winds, the 
month to come manages to be a 
magical time of year with cheery 
lights and much fun. 
 
Halloween has passed and been 
celebrated. Small figures in the 
most imaginative and ghoulish 
costumes came a-visiting to relieve 
us of sweets, chocolates and other 
goodies we may have available. This 
was closely followed by Bonfire 
night. With the pandemic putting 
paid to municipal events many 
celebrations reverted to a small 
bonfire and fireworks in the back 
garden. For the more elderly 
members of the community this is 
how it always was – golden rain, 
volcano, the occasional banger 
which Grandfather would always 
put under a plant pot, the Catherine 
wheel attached to the shed with a 
nail which always flew off when it 
reached maximum speed and a 
rocket soaring skywards as a grand 



finale.  Happy days!!! 
 
Each year on Remembrance Sunday 
here in St Michael and All Angels in 
Sheldon, a wreath is laid and a 
service is held to remember all 
those who have given their lives in 
the defence of our country. In 
particular we remember those 
young men from the village, farm 
boys who died in the First World 
War. The two brothers, John and 
Thomas Brocklehurst, John Sherwin, 
Alfred Wildgoose who is buried in 
Salonika, and young Tony Gyte, who 
at 18 was called up towards the end 
of hostilities and died fighting on 
the Western Front. These five young 
men represented one third of all 
those who left the village to fight in 
the 1914 - 1918 War, a devastating 
loss for such a small community. We 
will always remember their 
sacrifice.    
Thanks must go to Elaine who put 
up the large red poppies at each 
end of the village for Remembrance 
Week. 
 
The Playing Field Committee held its 
annual meeting at the beginning of 
the month, chaired ably as always 
by Amanda. The field is in good 
heart, and some routine 
maintenance has taken place during 
the past year most notably to the 
multiplay equipment but otherwise 
the annual report is a positive one. 
The coming year will see further 
routine maintenance taking place 

particularly to the grass area which 
may result in access being denied 
for a short period. It gives us all 
much pleasure to see the facility 
being used by visitors and villagers 
alike and we must thank Amanda 
for all her hard work and those who 
have helped her during the past 
year.  
 
Councillor Sutton duly came to 
investigate the extending of the 
30mph signs at each end of the 
village as we would all like this to 
happen for very logical safety 
reasons. He will now return to the 
DCC to put forward our case. Here's 
hoping for a positive result. 
 
The Sheldon Village Christmas Fair 
will be held on Saturday December 
11th from 15.30 to 20.00. This is an 
exciting venture with an indoor 
Christmas Market in the village hall, 
a Christmas Tree Festival in the 
Church, village lights, a mini tractor 
run, refreshments, Santa's Grotto 
and much more. This promises to be 
a wonderful afternoon and evening 
with something for everyone, an 
event which we have all been 
looking forward to for some time. 
We are sure everyone will give the 
organisers their full support by 
participating with the festivities and 
enjoying the occasion. Don't forget 
to decorate your house or garden if 
at all possible. 
 
We would like to thank all those 



who have helped with Jottings over 
the past year, with suggestions and 
short pieces to be included. 
So it remains to wish everyone a 
most enjoyable Christmas and all 
success in the year to come. 
 
DIARY DATES 
Thursday 9th December 12.30 for 
1.00pm at The Cock and Pullet  -  
'Oldies'  Christmas Lunch 
 Saturday 11th December 15.30 – 20.00  
-  Christmas Fair 

 

Ashford in the Water 
Parish Council  
For information about the village 
and surrounding area, and the 
activities of the Parish Council, 
please visit: 

http://www.ashford-in-the-water-
pc.gov.uk 

   

Farming News 

 

I've often 

thought the 

farming 

community is similar to the medical 

profession in that they work 

together, socialise together and 

have their own language!  With that 

in mind I have written a glossary of 

words we use and their meaning. 

These are all words used for sheep 

and shepherding: 

 

Broken mouth - a sheep which has 

lost some of its teeth and is usually 

6 years and over. 

Cade lamb - and orphan lamb 

reared on a bottle 

Cast/overthrown - sheep with a 

heavy or wet fleece get stuck on 

their backs, feet in the air and are 

unable to regain their footing 

Clipping - also shearing, the annual 

cutting off the woo 

Cull ewe - a ewe no longer fit for 

breeding and sold for meat 

Dags - lumps of dried dung stuck to 

wool around  the rear end and can 

lead to fly strike 

Dagging - Clipping and trimming off 

dags 

Draft ewe - a ewe too old for living 

on the mountain or hill and 

generally sold to lowland farms 

Ewe -  a female sheep that has had 

her first lamb 

http://www.ashford-in-the-water-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.ashford-in-the-water-pc.gov.uk/


Flushing - providing improved 

nutrition a few weeks before mating 

to improve fertility 

Fly strike - infestation on wool, skin 

and eventually flesh by maggots of 

the blow fly 

Gimmer/Theave -  a female sheep 

in her second year before she has 

had her first lamb 

Hefting -  the instinct of some hill 

breeds, to stay and graze a small 

area or heft 

Hogg/Hogget, also Teg or shearling 

-  a young sheep of either sex from 

the January after its birth until it 

cuts 2 teeth  at 18 months 

Lamb - sheep in its first year 

Mutton - meat from an older sheep, 

popular now because of improved 

flavour 

Ram/Tup - uncastrated male 

Wether -  a castrated male 

Store - a weaned lamb not yet ready 

for slaughter sold to lowland farms 

in the Autumn sales for further 

fattening 

Teaser - a castrated ram or tup put 

into ewes before a real tup is 

introduced to bring the ewes into 

season 

Raddle - coloured paint applied to 

the tup's chest at tupping time so 

mates ewes can be identified 

   

 

 

Ashford WI 

At their meeting in November, WI 

members took on a “no-sewing” 

transformation challenge.  In 40 

minutes they recycled various items 

of old clothes and material into 

wearable hats. The only rule was 

there could be no sewing.  

Imaginative ways of attaching 

included glue, elastic bands, sticky 

tape and bull dog clips.  The 

resulting hats came in various 

shapes and sizes and with amazing 

selection of embellishments.   After 

a catwalk procession, Veronica 

Davison was voted the challenge 

winner and loved her prize of ……. a 

new hat! 

 

The next meeting on December 2nd 

at 7.15pm will be a fun games night 

with festive refreshments – hats 

optional. 

 



 

    

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Speedwatch in Ashford in the 

Water 

A newly formed 

Speedwatch Group in 

Ashford has now 

successfully 

undertaken its first ‘observation’.  

This community initiative currently 

has 8 trained volunteer members all 

of whom live in the village and are 

supported in full by Derbyshire 

Constabulary and its local Safer 

Neighbourhood Teams. Initially the 

group plans to carry out its 

observations at 4 specific locations 

across the village. We are now 

familiar with the equipment, able to 

undertake recording and issue the 

necessary feedback.  

In the coming weeks at various 

times in the day, you will see 3/4 

‘highly visible’ people noting the 

speeds of all drivers. Only if the 

speed limit is exceeded will there be 

any follow up. The aim is principally 

to ensure the speed limit is adhered 

to because it is there for a purpose 

– everyone’s safety, not just to 

‘catch’ people. 

Our first experience was very 

helpful and generally positive with 

people either driving within the 

limits or slowing down to do so, and 

we encountered a range of driver 

behaviour, from friendly waves, 

being mistaken for the Parish 

Council, to clear overt 

unpleasantness/hostility. We 

remain committed to better road 

safety in Ashford in the Water and 

are happy to play our part in helping 

to improve the community.  

(For more details /or if you are interested 

in joining us, please feel free to contact 

our coordinator Graham on 07794213744 

or any other members of the group)  

“Strictly Spanish, Flamenco 
Evening” in 
Ashford War 
Memorial 
Institute on 
December 4th 
Start December off with a night of 
entertainment from superb 
Flamenco and Latin guitarist 
Andrew Clegg 
(http://www.andrewcleggguitar.co.
uk), singer and guitarist Jim Dandrill 
(and son!), as well as the amazing 
Day of Dance Team and their 
flamenco dance teacher Jose. A 
warm and uplifting evening 
guaranteed. All profits going to 
Derbyshire Stand Up To Racism 
charity supporting refugees in 
Derbyshire.  
Doors open at 7pm, start at 7.30pm. 
Bar with wines and local beer from 
Peak Ales. Prize for the best 
dressed! 
Event run by Lorna Cooper, please 
ring or email for tickets: 
£10   07484725699 lornajcooper@g
mail.com 
Looking forward to seeing you! 

http://www.andrewcleggguitar.co.uk/
http://www.andrewcleggguitar.co.uk/
mailto:lornajcooper@gmail.com
mailto:lornajcooper@gmail.com


     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS POT LUCK  
We have two dessert 
recipe suggestions 
for you to try this 
Christmas! 
Pat Paulett has 
kindly shared her recipe for: 
SPICED PEARS IN MULLED WINE 
SYRUP 
 
Ingredients 
6 tbsp. honey 
6 tbsp muscavado 
sugar 
*300 ml fruity red 
wine 
*1 cinnamon stick 
pared rind and juice 
of a large orange 
6 small pears, ripe 
but firm 
 
*(or just use bottled mulled wine 
instead) 
 
Mix together the honey, sugar, 
wine, cinnamon, orange rind and 
juice in a medium saucepan.  Heat 
gently until sugar dissolves, bring to 
boil, then reduce to a simmer. 
 
Peel the pears, leaving the stalks 
intact if possible.  Cut a thin slice 
from the base of each pear so that it 
sits upright.  Lower into the liquid. 
 
Add enough water just to cover the 
pears and set a heatproof plate on 
top to keep them immersed in the 
liquid. poach the pears at a gentle 

simmer for 20-25 mins until tender 
when pierced with a knife. Lift the 
pears from the pan.  Bring liquid to 
the boil and bubble for 15-20 mins 
until reduced and syrupy. Drain over 
pears and cover with clingfilm and 
chill overnight (if you can resist 
eating them before!) 
 
Thanks also to Bobby Hull-Bailey for 
her recipe for: 
LEMON SYLLABUB 
 
A light alternative finish to a heavy 
meal. Ideal for those who have no 
room for Christmas Pudding. 
 
Ingredients 
3 oz castor Sugar 
60 ml white wine 
juice and zest of 1 Lemon 
10 fl oz double cream 
 
Overnight combine sugar, wine, 
lemon juice & zest. 
5 hours before serving add double 
cream and whip. 
Transfer to individual glasses or 
custard cups and decorate with 
lemon peel curls. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bakewell and Ashford 

Film Society (BASH) 

On Sunday December 12th BASH 

will be screening the last of our 

delayed films for 2019-2020 season 

members “Nomadland” at 7.30 pm at 

The Medway Centre, Bakewell. We 

hope to be back to normal service in 

the New Year; Covid restrictions 

permitting. 

Following the economic collapse of a 

company town in rural Nevada, Fern 

(Frances McDormand) packs her 

van and sets off on the road exploring 

a life outside of conventional society 

as a modern-day nomad. The third 

feature film from director Chloé 

Zhao, NOMADLAND features real 

nomads Linda May, Swankie and Bob 

Wells as Fern's mentors and 

comrades in her exploration through 

the vast landscape of the American 

West. 

We plan to have a season of 

enjoyable films and good company 

from January 2022 which will be 

open to old and new members.  If you 

would like to re-join BASH next 

year, contact the BASH secretary 

(see below) 

2019-2020 season ticket members 

may book a seat for December 12th 

via the secretary Joy Thrower email: 

joythrower@yahoo.com or phone: 

01629 814863.  

Light up our community 

with memories of someone 

you love  
Blythe House Hospicecare, in 

partnership with Helen’s Trust 

provides free care to people across 

the High Peak, Hope Valley, 

Derbyshire Dales and North East 

Derbyshire, who are affected by life-

limiting illness.  

The local community has 

geographical challenges, which 

mean people have to travel some 

distances for care and support. 

Blythe House and Helen’s Trust 

work to ensure that care is close to 

home and that the local community 

remains self-reliant. Blythe House 

Hospicecare and Helen’s Trust are 

inviting people across the High Peak 

and Derbyshire Dales to remember 

someone special as part of this 

year’s Light up a Life appeal. They 

can dedicate a light in memory of 

someone important to them, whilst 

making a donation to support local 

hospice care and services. 

mailto:joythrower@yahoo.com


Rachel Mycock is lighting up a life 

and remembering her beloved 

Grandma Marie, who died 

peacefully in her own home this 

July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel said: ‘We could not have 

cared for her as a family without the 

support of Blythe House. The care 

and support from the Hospice at 

Home team was incredible and 

invaluable. By lighting up a life for 

Grandma, my donation will go 

towards supporting these services, 

providing vital care to people like 

Grandma, who wish to remain in 

their own home at the end of their 

life, with their loved ones by their 

side.’ 

The service will be held on Sunday 

12th December at 4pm, with a 

choice of attending in person (at 

Blythe House Hospice, Chapel-en-le-

Frith) or watching online. Every 

twinkling light will go towards 

providing free palliative and end of 

life care to local patients. 

To find out more about donating to 

Blythe House and Helen’s Trust in 

memory of someone you love and 

attending the service visit:  

https://blythehousehospice.org.uk/l

ight-up-a-life/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

           EARLY SNOW IN ASHFORD 
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BAKEWELL MEDICAL CENTRE 

        www.bakewellmedicalcentre.co.uk  01629 816636 

Normal Surgery Opening Times: Mon 8am to 6.30pm (unless it’s a bank 

holiday), Tues 8am to 8pm, Wed 7am to 6.30pm, Thurs and Fri 8am to 

6.30pm. We do not close for lunch. 

We now open on a Tuesday evening and have additional GP appointments on 

that evening along with a range of nursing appointments available. 

Closed – The surgery will be closed for training at 1.30pm on the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month. 

Whitworth A & E - Minor Injuries Unit – Whitworth Hospital is open from 8am 

to 10pm 

Whitworth X Ray – Opening times – Mon 9am – 5pm Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri 

9am - 12.30pm 

Please remember if you need to seek medical advice and the surgery is 

closed contact 111.Patient Access – If you have access to a computer, you 

can register to use ‘Patient Access’ and book GP appointments online and 

order repeat medication. Please ask at reception for registration details.  

http://www.bakewellmedicalcentre.co.uk/


Baslow Health Centre – Church Lane, Baslow 

www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk 

 
Appointment Times:  Clinicians are still available for consultations and medical 
advice.  Please contact the surgery and a GP or Nurse will call you back to discuss 
your concerns and if necessary arrange to see you in person.   Many problems can 
be dealt with over the telephone.  
 
Patient Online:  Have you registered to use the online service? This allows you to 
book or cancel appointments online (during normal service) and order your repeat 
medications. You can also request access to your Summary Care Record, and 
Detailed Coded Data contained within your medical records.  You can also look at 
your test results.  
 
Telephone Numbers: 
Reception: 01246 582216 District Nursing Team: 01332 564900    
Surgery Fax: 01246 583867 Health Visitor:  01629 816633 
 
Normal Surgery Opening Times   Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & 
Friday 08:00am to 6.30pm, (Closed Bank Holidays) (Phones 8.00am – 6.30pm Mon 
to Fri) 
 
Surgery Closure for Training  – There is NO staff training closure in December.  
 
Ordering Repeat Medication  - You can order repeat medications in the following 
ways: 
 

• In writing or with our on-line access service 

• Return your repeat request form to surgery by Post or Fax 
 
Please allow three working days before collection and collect between 8am 
and 5pm 
Prescriptions can be collected via the side window near the back door.  
 
Samples – if you need to leave a sample with us please ensure it is labelled with 
your name and date of birth and returned in a bag if provided either through the 
letterbox or at the side window.  
 
Test Results – Please ring for test results after 2.30pm as we do not receive test 
results back from the hospital until lunchtime.   
 
Christmas & New Year – The surgery will close at 4.00pm on Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve.   
 

For Urgent Calls when we are closed, please call 111 
 
 
 
 

http://www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish everyone in Ashford and Sheldon 

a very Merry Christmas and 

happiness and good health in 2022   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Magazine Distribution 

The magazine continues to be distributed by email. If you know of anyone who 
wishes to be added to the emailing list, please ask them to send their email address 
to lindafoster07@btinternet.com. A small number of paper copies will be made 
available at the village shop and the post office. First come, first served! 

 
 

The deadline for the January magazine is 28th December 2021. 

 
Please send any poems, pictures, articles, recipes, puzzles, animal profiles, 
thoughts or reminiscences to stone.mary@sky.com. Thank you! 

mailto:lindafoster07@btinternet.com
mailto:stone.mary@sky.com

